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Abstract 
The need to increase the citizen’s knowledge and awareness of Nigerian 
political system becomes necessary in a time like this when political 
thuggery, anarchy and chaos are on the increase. This will enhance the 
democratic values and protect the entire society making Nigeria free of 
insecurity which will bring about the much needed peace. This paper 
examined the role of education in promoting positive political democratic 
culture in Nigeria. The paper used  descriptive survey research design for the 
study, which helped in gathering and collecting information from the 
respondents. A sample size of 75 academic and non academic staff including 
principals drawn from six (6) secondary schools in Obio/Akpor L.G.A. were 
used by applying simple random sampling method.  Data were gotten from 
primary and secondary sources such as questionnaire, textbooks and the 
internet. Three research questions guided the study.  A self designed 
questionnaire titled, “Education as an Instrument for Promoting Positive 
Democratic Culture in Nigeria Scale (EIPPDCNS)” was prepared and 
administered to the respondents. The reliability coefficient value of the 
instrument stood at .86. Results showed that education has a major role to 
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play in promoting democratic culture in Nigeria. It was recommended among 
others that school curriculum at all levels should reflect teachings on positive 
democratic culture and the introduction of civic education as a compulsory 
subject in our secondary schools.  

 
Key words: Education, democracy, democratic culture, politics. 
 
 

Education over the years has played a major role in promoting positive 
democratic culture in Nigeria. It can put an end to deceit, arrogance, cheating and such 
other social vices which empowered few people to lord over others in order to exploit 
them. To change all these negative political and democratic culture in Nigeria, 
education is a strong tool that can be used. The importance of education cannot be over 
emphasized; any society where illiteracy prevails, there is bound to be cheating, 
oppression, ignorance, etc. It is an already established fact that anybody who is 
uneducated is bound to be a victim of slavery or inferiority complex. Education cannot 
be ruled out in any society, if such society wants to achieve good success. 
Education according to Ogbondah (2002), is a process of transmitting culture in terms 
of continuity and growth and for disseminating knowledge either to ensure social 
control or guarantee rational direction of the society or both. It is also seen as a 
product, referring to the change, whether overt or covert, implicit or explicit, which 
education is supposed to bring about (Okoh and Omordu, 2013). In this vain, the end 
product of education is supposed to be an educated man, who has the intellectual and 
moral strength to make the world a better place to live in. Such enlightened people also 
help in leading the nation towards sustainable socio-economic development.  

Democratic culture implies a place where democracy is practiced. This means 
that there is the rule of law practice, freedom of expression, preserved rights of 
individuals, friendly business atmosphere, healthy political system, accountability, 
among others (Elechi in Aminigo and Osaat, 2015). Leaders practice what they preach 
such as provision of social amenities, respect for human rights and human dignity, 
making every vote counts during elections, regular and prompt payment of teachers 
and staff remunerations in schools, etc. In addition, other democratic values such as 
respect for one another, unity, love, corporation, industry, and integrity are expected 
and respected. 

Democratic culture is cherished all over the world. The ideals however, are 
taught mainly in schools. Education therefore needs to be highly encouraged in this 
regard. This is what scholars such as Amaele (2010), Bebebiefiai (2015), and Elechi 
(2015) supported. 

There are mutual suspicion of ethnic chauvinism expressed through militia 
groups, insecurity of lives and properties as armed robbers, hired killers and 
kidnappers hold the nation hostage. The politicians seem to be responsible for the 
promotion of thuggery as they import arms and ammunitions into the country without 
hindrance to undo their political opponents. Government officials are seen to flagrantly 
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violate the due process especially in the award of contract. Nigerian electoral process 
is filled with electoral fraud, hooliganism and assassination of their opponents in the 
same political party and from different political parties. Nigerians have this notion that 
even if they go out to vote, their votes do not count; as a result, there is no need for 
them to vote. All these negative vices have made evolution of genuine political and 
democratic cultural development difficult. The solution of the problem therefore is to 
highlight education as an instrument for promoting positive democratic culture in 
Nigeria. 
 
Purpose of the Study 
The main purpose of this study is to find out the various ways in which education can 
help in changing the negative political culture. Specifically, the study sought to: 
1. Examine the relationship between education and democracy in Nigeria. 
2. Outline the roles of education in promoting positive democratic culture. 
3. Identify how education can sustain democracy in Nigeria.  
 
Research Questions 
The following research questions guided this study: 
1. What is the relationship between education and democracy in Nigeria? 
2. What is the possible roles education can play in Nigeria democracy? 
3. How can education improve and sustain democratic practice in Nigeria? 
 
Theoretical Framework 
Two theories are used in this study; they are the openness theory and Erikson and 
Kohlberg theory on political socialization. 
 
The Openness Theory by Lewis Goldberg: This theory states that people adjust their 
attitudes and behaviours when situations change; this transformation can be 
substantial. This theory supports that education must create a positive change in one’s 
life, which consequently affects the society positively. Change is the only thing that is 
permanent. 
Many people act irrationally in our society because they are not properly informed or 
educated. An instance is how some youths are bought over with money by few 
politicians to do their biddings including killing of innocent people. Whatever they are 
asked to do, they do. Almost everyone in the country is a political analyst who says 
whatever they think about government and governance irrespective of their 
knowledge; whether they are right or wrong. Through education however, people 
become enlightened; and are rational in their activities. As Osaat (2014) stated, 
education helps in letting people know what they are supposed to know. This removes 
ignorance, and promotes valued judgments on the parts of the citizens. 
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Erikson and Kohlberg Theory on Political Socialization: Erikson and Kohlberg 
theory stated that an individual transits from one level to another and by so doing 
undergoes stages of development with distinct behavioural cognitive characteristics. It 
shows that human political awareness increases gradually. 
The field of politics is very broad which cannot be learnt in one day. This is the reason 
for constant learning and practice which can be provided for, using education. In 
schools, students are expected to be taught systematically how politics works; through 
subjects or courses such as civic education and political science. It is expected that 
those going into politics as well as those already in government should have in-depth 
knowledge of governance; how it works among others. This is what Azikiwe in Oputa 
(2017) referred to as political resorgimento. 
 
Conceptual Clarifications 
The following terms will be specifically studied: 
 
Education 

Education is an indispensable tool in human society. This is because education 
affords an individual the requisite skills to function independently and appropriately. 
Education opens the horizon of one’s imagination and thus throws challenges to him 
thereby making him critical about things in his environment. Dewey in Babebiafiai 
(2015), defined education as a life-long process, a continuous reconstruction and 
organization of experience which adds to the ability to direct the course of future 
experiences, whether in an organized or random form, whether in formal or informal 
situation. Sule (2000) opined the functionalists perceive education as the acquisition of 
acceptable values, knowledge and skills. He explains further that these attributes are 
internalized by the individual and their various approaches to life in positive manner. 
Education is a form, of learning in which the knowledge, skills, and group of people’s 
habits are transferred from one generation to the next through teaching and research. 
Education moulds individual into a nation by subjecting him/her to a selected and 
controlled environment for the purpose of attaining social capability and optimum 
development (Obekpa, 2007). Without being told, it is seen as a designed act in the 
transmission of knowledge, information and understanding. 
 
Democracy 

Democracy is a Greek word which is divided into two identifiable meanings; 
“Demos” which means people, and “Kratos’ meaning to rule or power or dominion 
(Dahi, 2010). This means that democracy involves ruling people by a set of people 
owning to legal power. Democracy has be defined according to Abraham Lincoln as 
the government of the people by the people and for the people. It is in line with this 
that Bundu (2006), opined that democracy is a system of government where the people 
decide who governs them. The citizens exercise their franchise in this course. Elechi 
(2015) described a democratic system as ‘an organized system that allows participation 
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for all free–born  citizens in government decisions of the city state’. That is, everyone 
has right to vote and be voted for once they pass certain criteria.  Lastly, Sartori in 
Amazon (2017), described democracy as a system in which no one can neither choose 
nor invest himself with the power to rule nor can one arrogate to himself unconditional 
and unilateral powers. This differentiates democracy from autocracy. 
 
Education and Culture 

An educational system is the reproductive organ of every culture. Education 
includes both formal schooling and informal transmission of knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes. Individual members of a society grow old and die, while new members are 
born and grow to maturity. Yet, a society’s culture is a living entity that transcends all 
the society’s individual members. A society’s culture can survive far longer than the 
lifespan of any of its members, because its educational system passes down the folk 
ways and knowledge of one generation to another. A culture changes over time, but 
has a recognizable continuity of basic values and behavioural patterns that 
distinguishes it from other culture. That continuity is provided by the educational 
system. If an educational system is altered, its transmission of culture will be distorted. 
The deliberate alteration of educational system can be a very effective way to change a 
culture. 

The culture of a society has its inheritable impact on its educational system. 
The educational system points to the various needs of the society concerned because it 
is towards the fulfillment of the same that education is organized. If the culture of a 
society is chiefly materialistic, the educational system of the society, too, becomes 
coloured by individualism. Whatever we learn through education is immensely 
influenced by culture. Barlett (2017) opined that social traditions influence way of 
thinking, remembering, imagining and doing creative things; culture inspires one to 
gain certain things in mind and forget others. Well developed culture affects the 
standard of education, because good interaction makes learning process to be possible. 
Education and culture can never be separated. 
 
Politics and Education 

Every good government is supposed to view education seriously as the only 
pivot or process through which it sells to the people or entire nation its ideas of solving 
various political conflicts. Politics on its own influences and determines the 
educational development of the nation. Educational system influences our environment 
to a great extent by politics. Politics is a good means of coping with various conflicts 
that different human beings produce. Politics expresses the value which the 
government has in education as the key instrument to fasten development. 

Federal  Republic  of Nigeria (2O14), stated that education will continue to be 
highly rated, in the national development plan because it is the most important 
instrument for tangible and fundamental change within the intellectual and social out-
look of our environment. Politics have to be preceded by educational revolution; 
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politics involves forceful power that must be practiced and consolidated with good 
wisdom in the country. 
 
Democratic Culture 

A democratic culture is a culture in which individuals have a fair opportunity 
to participate freely and feel that they have a stake. It also concerns individual liberty 
as well as collective effort. People need to understand the culture in which they are 
involved, identify the elements of such culture and their inter relationships too. People 
should not engage in only procedural mechanisms like universal suffrage but also in 
cultural modes like dressing, language, manner and behaviour. 

Democratic culture is about individual liberty and as well collective self- 
governance; it concerns each individual’s ability to participate in the production and 
distribution of culture. Democratic culture is the set of cultural element produced by 
members of the democratic movement as part of their effort to create democracy that 
will promote positive democratic culture in Nigeria. From the above, it is clear that 
education plays an important role in promoting positive democratic culture.  
 
Methodology  

The research design adopted for this work was the descriptive survey research 
design. The sample population was made up of 75 academic and non academic staff 
drawn from six secondary schools in Obio/Akpor Local Government Area, using 
simple random sampling method. 

Three research questions guided the study. A self structured questionnaire 
titled “Education and Promotion of Positive Democratic Culture Scale (EPPDCS)” was 
prepared and used as instrument for data collection. Experts in Social Studies and 
Political Science subjected the instrument to scrutiny and certified its validity. The 
reliability of the instrument was examined using test-retest method and was correlated 
using pearson product moment statistic. The reliability coefficient value of the 
instrument was .86. Mean statistic was then used in analyzing the data collected. The 
criterion mean was established at 2.50 which was gotten by adding 4+3+2+1 and 
dividing the result by 4 i.e. 10÷4=2.50. This means that a mean score below the 
criterion mean is regarded as disagree while that above it is regarded as agree. 
 
Research Question 1: What is the relationship between education and democracy in 
Nigeria? 
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Table 1: Mean and SD of the Respondents on the Relationship between Education 
and Democracy in Nigeria 
S/N Items  SA 

4  
A 
3 

D 
2 

SD 
1 

Mean 
X 

SD Decision  

1 There is a relationship 
between education and 
democracy in Nigeria. 

50 25 - - 3.70 0.38 Agree 

2 Proper education will 
inculcate positive national 
ideology in Nigeria.   

30 25 15 5 3.07 0.29 Agree 

3 Education  discourages 
laziness and extols  initiative, 
self reliance and 
inventiveness among 
citizens.  

39 28 5 3 3.37 0.33 Agree 

4 Education is the foundation 
in which the pillars of a 
democratic practice and good 
government is built in 
Nigeria.                          

25 28 12 10 2.91 0.28 Agree  

 N=75   Grand Mean Average 3.26    Agree  
 
Of the four items in Table 1 that made up the relationship between education and 
democracy in Nigeria, the respondents agreed with all the items as they recorded mean 
scores of 3.70, 3.07, 3.37, and 2.91. These mean scores are above the criterion point of 
2.50. The table also shows that the SD’s are small signifying homogeneity in the 
respondents’ responses. The respondents also recorded a grand mean of 3.26. Going by 
the decision rule for the interpretation of the respondent data, the answer to RQ1 is that 
there is a positive relationship between education and democracy in Nigeria. 
 
Research Question 2: What are the possible roles education can play in Nigeria 
democracy? 
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Table 2: Mean and SD scores of the Respondents on the Roles Education can Play 
in Nigeria Democracy 
S/N Items  SA 

4  
A 
3 

D 
2 

SD 
1 

Mean 
X 

SD Decision  

5 Education has played a 
vital role in Nigeria 
democracy.  

35 25 10 5 3.20 0.31 Agree 

6 Nigeria enjoys dividend of 
democracy as a result of 
adequate education of its 
citizens. 

60 14 1 - 3.79 0.39 Agree 

7 Education helps in the 
conduct of free and fair 
elections in Nigeria. 

45 20 8 2 3.44 0.34 Agree 

8 Education plays a role in 
the choice of leaders 
during elections in 
Nigeria. 

60 10 3 2 3.71 0.38 Agree 

 N = 75  Grand Mean Average     3.54      Agree 
 
Of the four items in Table 2 that made up the possible roles education can play in 
Nigeria democracy, the respondents agreed with all the items as they recorded mean 
scores of 3.20, 3.79, 3.44, and 3.71. These mean scores are above the criterion point of 
2.50. The table also shows that the SD’s are small signifying homogeneity in the 
respondents’ responses. The respondents also recorded a grand mean of 3.54. Going by 
the decision rule for the interpretation of the respondent data, the answer to RQ2 is that 
the possible roles education plays in Nigeria democracy include promotion of good 
governance as one of the democratic dividends, assistance in the conduct of free and 
fair elections, as well as in the choice of leaders during elections.  
 
Research Question 3: How can education improve and sustain democratic practice in 
Nigeria? 
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Table 3: Mean and SD of the Respondents on How Education can Improve and 
Sustain Democratic Practices in Nigeria 
S/N Items  SA 

4 
A 
3 

D 
2 

SD 
1 

Mean 
X 

SD Decision  

9 Education can promote  
democracy  in Nigeria 
through  awareness and 
enlightenment.  

59 16 - - 3.79 0.39 Agree 

10 Education promotes civic 
engagement and supports 
democratic and 
participating governance in 
Nigeria.   

50 10 10 5 3.40 0.33 Agree 

11 Education promotes the 
demand for good 
governance in Nigeria.  

30 32 10 3 3.19 0.30 Agree 

12 Education addresses a wide 
variety of political and 
governance issues in 
Nigeria.  

25 35 10 5 3.07 0.29 Agree 

13 Education provides ability 
for the choice of good 
leaders and stability in 
political issues. 

35 20 10 10 3.07 0.29 Agree 

14 Education promotes socio-
political and socio-
economic benefits in 
democratic governance.  

40 21 9 5 3.28 0.32 Agree 

15 Education 
promotes/sustains 
democratic practices by 
proffering solutions to 
political conflicts. 

33 28 8 6 3.17 0.30 Agree  

 N=75   Grand Mean Average   3.28    Agree 
 

Of the seven items in Table 3 that showed how education can improve and 
sustain democratic practice in Nigeria, the respondents agreed with all the items as 
they recorded mean scores of 3.79, 3.40, 3.19, 3.07, 3.07, 3.28, and 3.17 respectively. 
These mean scores are above the criterion point of 2.50. The table also shows that the 
SD’s are small signifying homogeneity in the respondents’ responses. The respondents 
also recorded a grand mean of 3.28. Going by the decision rule for the interpretation of 
the respondent data, the answer to RQ3 is that education can help improve and sustain 
democratic practice in Nigeria through awareness and enlightenment, promotion of 
civic engagement, support of good and participatory governance among others.  
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Summary/Discussion of Findings 
1. Relationship between Education and Democracy  
a. Summary of Findings 
There is a great relationship between education and democracy since education helps 
in inculcating positive national ideology, discourages laziness, extols initiatives, self-
reliance, and inventiveness among citizens; and is also the foundation in which the 
pillars of a democratic practice are built. 
 
b. Discussion of Findings 
Democracy goes with values cherished by people. These values include respect of 
people’s right, practice of rule of law, good governance, justice, industry, self reliance 
and inventiveness among others. These cherished values are however passed to 
individuals through education. This corroborates Amaele’s (2010) view that 
democracy cannot be attained well enough in the wider society if it is not practiced in 
the nation’s education. Likewise, an enabling environment is needed for education to 
thrive in any society; hence the need for good governance, as Elechi in Aminigo and 
Osaat (2015) further buttressed. This means that democracy cannot survive without 
education. Similarly, there can be no meaningful education where the political terrain 
is rough.  
 
2. The Roles of Education in Nigeria Democracy 
a. Summary of Findings 
Findings revealed that education plays a vital role in any democratic setting such as in 
good governance, conduct of free and fair elections, and in the selection of leaders 
during elections.  
 
b. Discussion of Findings 
Education performs key roles in the area of democracy in Nigeria. For instance, it 
creates awareness and enlightenment; hence, the people cannot be fooled. As 
Ogbondah (2002) observed, education is very essential in disseminating knowledge 
which is helpful in social control as well as guarantee rational direction of the society. 
This is particularly helpful during elections, to officials whose duty is to ensure 
credible elections and also to the electorate who are expected to vote wisely. Through 
education, values are defined. Those things inimical to the society such as corruption, 
cultism, and immoral dressing are drawn to the attention of learners who are advised to 
desist from them; while good virtues such as honesty, industry, etcetera are promoted. 
Furthermore, education helps one in understanding true meaning of democracy. In the 
words of Bebebiafiai in Aminigo and Osaat (2015:177), “through education, we can 
have a proper understanding of the meaning of democracy, the implications, 
justifications, and it’s relation with other principles of morality and conducts”. Hence, 
education facilitates democratic beauty in terms of meaning and importance.  
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3. The Improvement and Sustenance of Democratic Practices through Education 
in Nigeria  
a. Summary of Findings 
Findings revealed that education enhances democracy through awareness and 
enlightenment, facilitates civic engagements, supports good and participatory 
governance, addresses a wide variety of political and governance issues, provides 
ability for the choice of good leaders and stability in political issues, promotes socio-
political and socio-economic benefits in democratic governance, as well as 
promotes/sustains democratic practices by proffering solutions to political conflicts.   
 
b. Discussion of Findings  
Education can be used in improving and sustaining democracy in Nigeria, just as it is 
being practiced in different countries. Democratic practice of a place relies heavily on 
its cultural values. The people decide how they want to live; hence a national 
constitution. Values suitable to such environment are accepted while those unsuitable 
are rejected. As Barlett (2017) opined, social traditions influence people’s way of 
thinking, remembering, imagining and doing creative things; culture also inspires one 
to gain certain things in mind and forget others. Through education therefore, these 
norms are taught to students who are expected to reflect such teachings in their society 
thereby preserving their culture.  

Furthermore, convening meetings such as conferences and seminars will 
greatly enable educationists and curriculum planners to come together and fashion 
ways the above can be achieved. Ideas are then transmitted into the national 
curriculum for students. Through education also, well educated persons are raised such 
as medical personnel, engineers, businessmen, civil servants, bankers, clergy-men, 
etcetera who become pillars in the society. 
 
Conclusion 

Education is very basic to national development; therefore no nation can 
afford to toy with it. Hence, the foundation of every great nation is said to be the 
education of its citizens. Education undoubtedly is the means to proper conduct. It is 
pertinent to note that national survival should start with the mind; with a clear idea of 
what we are, what we want and where national rediscovery should be achieved. 

Education is seen as an agent of democracy. Nigeria as a nation needs a sound 
and functional education to improve, develop and promote its social-political culture. 
Pure and genuine democratic process cannot be realized without a sound education that 
will develop critical and analytical thinking. It is an undoubted fact that democracy is 
the relative best system of government in the whole world. Education plays a vital role 
in changing and promoting the political and democratic culture of any given society. 

Finally, education must inculcate core value, men without proper value 
constitute a blot to the psyche of the nation. In tertiary institutions, a teacher without 
proper value will sell grade for sex and money. An engineer without proper value will 
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build utility that will neither endue nor give real services. An architect without proper 
value will design buildings that will collapse and endanger its occupants. Citizens with 
little or no knowledge of their rights and privileges will be taken for granted by the 
government. 

A judge without proper value will be a stranger to justice. A politician without 
proper value will be an opportunist in the corridors of power; and also will be 
deceitful, dishonest, greedy, selfish and a master of double standard. 
 
Recommendations 
From the foregoing conclusion, the following recommendations are made: 
1. Schools should incorporate schemes that will encourage students to question 
authorities and motivate citizens to participate actively in politics. 
2. Political parties should be ideologically based and observe the tenets of intra-
party democracy. The mass media should be neutral and equally accessible to every 
citizen of Nigeria, the incumbents and those in opposition so that no one will be 
marginalized. 
3. Full citizenship rights should be granted to all citizens irrespective of their 
tribe and states in political issues. 
4. Curriculum planners should include citizenship and civic education in the 
curriculum from primary to tertiary institutions. This subject or course will help to 
develop the values, attitudes, belief and opinions that will enable them to relate and 
function within the political system, and as well to promote the democratic 
participatory government. 
5. The curriculum contents of civic education should cover everything about the 
concept of nationhood, it should not be limited to few and it should focus on issues 
that concern young people as members of the society with legal rights and 
responsibilities in education, health, public transport, policing and law enforcement, 
immigration relations and the environment. 
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